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Finding Your Revolutionary War Patriots 
Did you know that through the Carlsbad City Library  you have access to thousands of genealogy resources 

relevant to researching your patriot ancestors? Today we’ll cover how to access the many print  and 

electronic sources available through the Library and practice using some additional online resources that may 

help you find and document the service of your Revolutionary War patriots!   

Books in the Genealogy Collection at the Georgina Cole Library  

When browsing the shelves for books specific to the Revolutionary War, look for the following call numbers: 

 

 

Additionally, books with the record type M2 are military records and M24 are military pension records. 

These books are cataloged to sit on the shelf alongside other books in the state or county to which they 

pertain. For example, 975.2 M2 are military records related to Maryland.   

Information about all the books in the genealogy collection at Cole Library is also available through the online 

catalog on the library’s webpage (library.carlsbadca.gov). To keep your results specific to our genealogical 

materials, choose Genealogy on the first dropdown menu. Searching by Keyword, put your search in the 

third box. To get more specific results, put your search in quotes. Try searching “revolutionary war” or 

“daughters of the American revolution” or patriot.  You can also search record types, such as “M2” or a 

county’s call number, such as “977.1794“ (use quotes around record types or call numbers for best results).  

You can also combine search terms in the search box such as “M2” Maryland to find military records for MD.  

973.33  (Operations) 

973.34  (General military history) 

973.35  (Naval history) 

973.36  (Celebrations, commemorations) 



Fold3 
Fold 3 features a vast array of military records. On the homepage, navigate to the Revolutionary War tab. From 
there, you can search all Revolutionary War records by name or keyword. You can also browse all military 
records. 

 

•Constitutional Convention Records 

•Continental Congress - Misc. 

•Continental Congress - Papers 

•Final Payment Vouchers - 
Delaware 

•Final Payment Vouchers - Georgia 

•Final Payment Vouchers Index for 
Military Pensions, 1818-1864 

•Foreign Letters of the Continental 
Congress 

•George Washington 
Correspondence 

•Navy and Marine Corps Officers, 
1775-1900 

•Navy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941 

•Numbered Record Books 

•Pennsylvania Archives 

•Revolutionary War Manuscript 
File 

•Revolutionary War Milestone 
Documents 

•Revolutionary War Pensions 

•Revolutionary War Prize Cases - 
Captured Vessels 

•Revolutionary War Rolls 

•Revolutionary War Service and 
Imprisonment Cards 

•Revolutionary War Service 
Records 

•Revolutionary War Service 
Records - Navy 

•Service Records of Volunteers, 
1784-1811 

•Virginia Half Pay Pension 
Application Files 

•The Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company of 
Massachusetts (AHAC) 

1. Click US Revolutionary War box on top 

left. 

2. Then either put in a name. 

3. Or select publication.   

By selecting publication you will see all of 

the various databases available to search. 

You will notice that there are 32 Million 

records. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ancestry Library Edition 
Ancestry is home to a number of Revolutionary War records easily accessible and 
quickly narrowed through the Card Catalog. Once there, search by title or keyword 
to find available record collections, which you can then search/browse individually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Alabama, Revolutionary War 
Residents, 1776-1783 

• New York, Pension Claims by 
Disabled Revolutionary War 
Veterans, 1779-1789 

• North Carolina and Tennessee, 
Revolutionary War Land 
Warrants, 1783-1843  

• Pennsylvania, Revolutionary 
War Battalions and Militia 
Index, 1775-1783  

• Maine, Revolutionary War Land 
Grants, 1776-1780  

• U.S., Revolutionary War 
Pension and Bounty-Land 
Warrant Application Files, 1800
-1900  

• U.S. Compiled Revolutionary 
War Military Service Records, 
1775-1783  

• U.S. Revolutionary War 
Miscellaneous Records 

(Manuscript File), 1775-1790s  

• U.S., Revolutionary War 
Pensioners, 1801-1815, 1818-
1872 

• Massachusetts Soldiers and 
Sailors in the Revolutionary 
War  

• Revolutionary War Pensioner 
Census, 1841  

• Vermont Men in the 
Revolutionary War  

• Connecticut Men in the 
Revolutionary War  

• Land Grants to Georgia 
Revolutionary War Veterans 

• Revolutionary War Heroes  

• U.S., Revolutionary War Rolls, 
1775-1783 

• Revolutionary War Pension 
Index  

• Illinois, Revolutionary War 

Veteran Burials Index, 1775-
1850 

• Maine, Revolutionary War 
Bounty Applications, 1835-1836 

• American Revolutionary War 
Rejected Pensions 

• Maryland Revolutionary War 
Records 

• Alabama Revolutionary War 
Soldiers 

• Connecticut Revolutionary War 
Military Lists, 1775-83 

• North Carolina, Revolutionary 
War Soldiers, 1776-1783 

• Pennsylvania, Women in the 
Revolutionary War, 1775-1783  

• Virginia, Soldiers of 1776  

• Virginia Militia in the 
Revolutionary War 

• Revolutionary War Courts-
Martial, 1775-1783  

 

 
A select list of relevant collections available in Ancestry Library Edition:  



To narrow your research to Revolutionary War records on American Ancestors, conduct an advanced search 
and change the Category to Military Records. You can also narrow your search to specific databases. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Index of Revolutionary War 
Pensioners, 1800-1900 

• Massachusetts: Divided Hearts, 
Massachusetts Loyalists, 1765-
1790 

• Massachusetts: List of 
Pensioners 

• Massachusetts: Revolutionary 
War Pensioners’ Receipts, 1799
-1807 

• Massachusetts: Revolutionary 
War Pensioners’ Receipts, 1827
-1836 

 

• Newport, RI: Members of the 
Artillery Company of Newport, 
1741-1854 

• Weymouth, MA: Revolutionary 
War Soldiers and Sailors, 1775-
1783 

 

 
A select list of relevant collections available in American Ancestors:  

American Ancestors 



Heritage Quest 
Did you know that Heritage Quest maintains a collection of pension and bounty-land warrant applications, 
accessible right from the homepage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Newspapers.com Library Edition 
Narrow by date, try your ancestor’s surname or such terms as: America, revolution, regiment, battalion, 
company, privateer, officer, troop, independence and war.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archives Unbound 
Archives Unbound presents topically-focused digital collections of historical documents. Try searching 
“revolutionary war” in the Advanced Search menu:   

 



Search by Collection 
Click Search in the top menu bar, then click Records. and then enter Revolutionary War in the  collection 
title box.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

…
 

FamilySearch.org 
There are two quick methods to focus your research to Revolutionary War on FamilySearch.org: 

Use the Research Wiki 

Hover over the Search menu and choose Research Wiki. Type Revolutionary War in the Find Search Tips 
box and watch for a list of suggested articles!  



The DAR website is 

very helpful. 

https://

www.dar.org/

national-society/

genealogy 

You can see what 

they already have 

for your ancestor 

once you have 

found the im-

portant infor-

mation. Then 

check to see if they 

have qualified for 

Patriot Status. 


